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q uest i o n .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Wesely, would you respond, please.

SENATOR KILGARIN: S e n a to r Wese ly , ar e y ou wi l l i n g t o yi e l d
to a question? T h ank you. I am curious. Y ou have an
amendment if we defeat the committee amendments? Is that
y our p l a n ?

SENATOR WESELY: Ye s, first I want to see what we do with
the committee amendments but if the committee amendments are
defeated I w ould be g lad to discuss a p ossibility of
deleting the dental coverage, yes, from the plan.

SENATOR KILGARIN: Deleting...oh, okay. T hank you, Senator
Wesely. I think it is important that we all understand what
i s go in g o n an d I t h i nk i t i s i mp o r t a n t t ha t w e a l l l ook at
the sheet that Senator Wesely provided us w ith. If we
defeat the committee amendments you can plan on having a
19.3 percent increase in the amount we pay for insurance for
our employees. You look down at the various plan options.
It is the fifth one down I believe. It s ays, "Governor ' s
plan, self-insurance with dental coverage." That is how the
bill is written. We are talking a 19.3 percent increase.
By keeping the current plan as the committee has chosen to
do we are only going to have an 8.4 percent increase and we
will keep some stability for our state employees in knowing
what kind of insurance they are going to have. So when
Senator Wesely says so loudly, "hear ye , hea r ye , f i sc al
conservatives," I would say, hear ye, hear ye, fiscal
conservatives, listen a little more closely. Look at your
sheet. See exactly what type of increase we are looking at
if you defeat the committee amendments. I w ould urge this
body' s support for the committee amendments, a reasonable
i ncrease o f 8 . 4 pe r c e n t . Th a n k y o u .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Sen ator Howard Peterson, then Senator
DeCamp, then Senator Marsh.

SENATOR H. PETERSON: Mr. Chairman, I would rise, too, to
support the committee amendments. It se ems to me that
Senator Wesely had his opportunity the night of the hearing
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